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which a predefined electrical consumer of the motor vehicle
may consume, is determined as a function of the weighting
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controlled as a function of the maximum power that is
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1
METHOD AND DEVICE FOR OPERATING A
MOTOR VEHICLE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a continuation of PCT International
Application No. PCT/EP2011/057967, filed May 17, 2011,
which claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 from German
Patent Application No. DE 10 2010 029 115.3, filed May 19,
2010, the entire disclosures of which are herein expressly
incorporated by reference.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

The invention relates to a method and a device for operat-
ing a motor vehicle, wherein with the method and/or the
device, respectively, the power consumption of an electrical
consumer of the motor vehicle is controlled.

Owing to the growing awareness of the environment, a
lower energy consumption is becoming more and more
important to users of motor vehicles. Hence, one important
aspect is an efficient energy usage.

DE 102 11 970 A1 discloses a method for adjusting the
power demand of a plurality of electrical consumers (loads) in
the electrical distribution systems of motor vehicles. In order
to control the power consumption of a plurality of consumers,
each of these consumers is constantly provided with informa-
tion about the total electrical power that is available at any
given time.

Hence, the object of the present invention is to provide a
method and a device for operating a motor vehicle, wherein
the method and/or the device, respectively, support an effi-
cient use of energy.

This and other objects are achieved by a method and a
corresponding device for operating a motor vehicle, in which
at least one weighting value is determined in a manner that is
influenced by a vehicle user. A maximum released power,
which a predefined electrical consumer of the motor vehicle
may consume, is determined as a function of the weighting
value. The power consumption of the electrical consumer is
controlled as a function of the maximum power that is
released.

This strategy makes it possible for a vehicle user to influ-
ence the power consumption of one or more electrical con-
sumers; and at the same time, in particular, the needs of the
vehicle user can be taken into consideration. This feature can
contribute in an advantageous way to the goal of a more
efficient use of the energy in the motor vehicle.

The vehicle user can influence specific properties of the
motor vehicle by use of the weighting value. The weighting
value can be, for example, representative of a comfort prop-
erty of the motor vehicle, a high performance driving style
and/or a cruising range of the motor vehicle. Given a pre-
defined set of electrical consumers of the motor vehicle, a
specific consumer can be classified, as a function of the
weighting value(s), as more or less important in its signifi-
cance to the vehicle user. A small weighting value, which is
representative of, for example, the comfort property of the
motor vehicle, has, for example, the result that, for example,
less power is made available to the seat heating system and/or
an air conditioning system, as compared to a case, in which
the weighting value has a higher value.

The power consumption of the electrical consumer can be
controlled by way of a control unit, which is disposed in the
motor vehicle and which controls the power consumption of
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each consumer in such a way that the power consumed by the
electrical consumer does not exceed the determined maxi-
mum power that is released to the consumer for its consump-
tion. As an alternative or in addition, it is possible that the
electrical consumer is designed to set its power consumption,
as a function of the maximum power that is released for the
electrical consumer.

According to one advantageous embodiment, the weight-
ing value is determined as a function of an input of the vehicle
user. This arrangement has the advantage that those needs that
are specific to the vehicle user can be taken into consideration.
An input can be performed by way of an input unit that is
configured in such a way that it lends itself, for example, to
use with a keypad, which is arranged in the vehicle; and/or an
input can be performed by use of a sensor screen. It is pos-
sible, for example, to enter a numerical value from a pre-
defined range of values by use of a keypad for the respective
weighting value; and/or, for example, values are predefined
by touching the sensor screen. For example, a predefined
position of the sensor screen is assigned a vector of weighting
values; and the dimension of the vector is equal to a pre-
defined number of weighting values. It is also possible that
one or more predefined standard weighting(s) is or are pro-
posed to the vehicle user; and that the vehicle driver selects
one of the proposed standard weightings.

According to another advantageous embodiment, the
weighting value is determined, as a function of at least one
operating variable, by way of a performance monitor. The
operating variable can be representative of a measured vari-
able that is collected; and/or the operating variable can be
representative of a derived variable. The operating variable
can be, for example, representative of a user profile of at least
one electrical consumer; and this user profile is specific to a
vehicle user; and/or the operating variable can be representa-
tive of a driving style of a vehicle driver. This feature consti-
tutes an advantageous approach that enables the needs of a
vehicle user to be considered in an indirect way in the course
of determining the weighting value(s).

According to an additional advantageous embodiment, an
allocation value for the electrical consumer is determined as
a function of the weighting value; and the maximum released
power, which the consumer may consume, is determined as a
function of the allocation value. This feature makes it possible
to determine in a simple way the maximum power that is
released; and this feature also makes it possible to control in
a simple way the power consumption of the electrical con-
sumer. The allocation value can represent a fixed percentage,
so that, for example, a fixed percentage of 60%, of the elec-
trical consumer’s maximum power or nominal power, desired
power is made available to the electrical consumer as the
maximum power released for it.

According to another advantageous embodiment, a func-
tional variable is determined as a function of the weighting
value; and the maximum released power, which the electrical
consumer may consume, is determined as a function of the
predefined allocation function and the determined functional
variable for the electrical consumer.

According to an additional advantageous embodiment, the
maximum released power is determined as a function of the
total electric energy that is available for the predefined elec-
trical consumers of the motor vehicle.

According to another advantageous embodiment, the func-
tional variable is representative of a sum of a normalized
functional variable and a setting value, wherein the setting
value is determined as a function of the weighting value.
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According to an additional advantageous embodiment, the
functional variable is representative of the product of a nor-
malized functional variable and a setting value.

According to an additional advantageous embodiment, the
allocation function is represented by the following equation:

Sx)=1-(1-x)

where

x: normalized energy availability

f(x): normalized maximum power that is released

z: functional variable
The allocation function makes it possible to consider both an
energy availability and also the weighting value in the course
of determining the maximum power that is released for an
electrical consumer.

According to another advantageous embodiment, the
maximum released power, which the electrical consumer of
the motor vehicle may consume, is optimized in consider-
ation of at least one quality function and as a function of the
weighting value; and the power consumption of the electrical
consumer is controlled as a function of the optimized maxi-
mum power that is released.

According to an additional advantageous embodiment, the
limited functionality of the electrical consumer is determined
and signaled by use of visual cues, auditory cues and/or tactile
cues. In addition or as an alternative, it is also possible to
determine and signal the limited functionality of an electrical
system; and this electrical system, to which a plurality of
electrical consumers are assigned, may be, for example, a
steering system. The limited functionality of the electrical
consumer can be signaled by way of an output unit that is
designed to lend itself, for example, as a display such as an
LED display. This arrangement allows the vehicle user to
obtain in an advantageous way information as to which elec-
trical consumer and/or which electrical system is or are
capable of functioning now only to a limited extent.

According to another advantageous embodiment, an addi-
tional and/or reduced energy consumption is determined in
comparison to an energy consumption, when the maximum
released power, which the electrical consumer of the motor
vehicle may consume, is determined as a function of at least
one predefined target weighting value. The additional and/or
reduced energy consumption is signaled by use of visual cues
and/or auditory cues. This strategy allows the vehicle user to
obtain in an advantageous way information about the energy
consumption, as a function of one or more specific weighting
value(s), and to use this information to make a decision about
whether he would like to maintain the specific weighting
value(s). The additional and/or reduced energy consumption
can be signaled by use of an output unit that is designed to
lend itself, for example, as a display such as an LED display.

According to an additional advantageous embodiment, the
input s performed via an input unit, which has a control panel
that is designed as a sensor screen and that has a geometric
shape with a plurality of corners, wherein a number of corners
is equal to a number of weighting values. This arrangement
supports an intuitive input in an advantageous way. In the case
that the aim is to perform an input for less than three weight-
ing values, the control panel can be configured in a manner
analogous to a bar graph.

Other objects, advantages and novel features of the present
invention will become apparent from the following detailed
description of one or more preferred embodiments when con-
sidered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary embodiment of a control panel
10 of an input unit; and
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4

FIG. 2 shows a graph of an allocation function f x for
different values of a functional variable z.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The device for operating a motor vehicle has, for example,
an input unit, a computer unit and an output unit.

The input unit has, for example, a control panel 10, which
is designed as a sensor screen. An input by the vehicle user is
performed, for example, by touching the sensor screen at a
desired position and/or by moving a marked field 20 into the
desired position. The control panel 10 has a geometric shape
with many corners, where a number of corners is equal to a
number of weighting values. The corners are arranged in such
a way that they are uniformly distributed about 360 degrees,
for example, in the shape of a circle. The control panel 10,
shown in FIG. 1, has three corners. As an alternative, it is also
possible that the control panel 10 has four or more corners.
Each corner of the control panel 10 is assigned a property of
the motor vehicle. For example, a first corner A is assigned a
comfort property; a second corner B is assigned a high per-
formance driving style; and a third corner C is assigned a
cruising range of the motor vehicle. Each position of the
control panel 10 is assigned, for example, a vector of the
weighting values. In this case, the number of weighting val-
ues is equal to three. For example, a first weighting value is
representative of the comfort property; a second weighting
value is representative of the high performance driving style;
and a third weighting value is representative of the cruising
range. For example, the first weighting value, which is rep-
resentative of the comfort property, can be determined as a
function of the distance of a touch position from the first
corner A, which is assigned the comfort property.

As an alternative or in addition, an input can be performed
by use of a keypad, wherein, for example, a numerical value
from a predefined range of values is entered for the respective
weighting value.

Instead of the input unit (or in addition to the input unit), the
device for operating the motor vehicle can have a perfor-
mance monitor, which is designed to determine the weighting
value, as a function of at least one operating variable.

The computer unit can be designed, for example, to deter-
mine the maximum released power, which a predefined elec-
trical consumer (load) of the motor vehicle may consume, as
a function of the weighting value, which is determined as a
function of an input of the vehicle user and/or by way of the
performance monitor. For example, the computer unit can be
designed to determine a functional variable z, as a function of
the weighting value(s); and the computer unit can be designed
to determine the maximum released power, which the elec-
trical consumer may consume, as a function of a predefined
allocation function f x and the determined functional vari-
able z for the electrical consumer.

The allocation function f x can be represented, for
example, by the following equation:

Ax)=1-(1-xy

where

x: normalized energy availability

f(x): normalized maximum power that is released

z: functional variable

FIG. 2 shows several curves of the allocation function f x
as a function of the functional variable z, which is determined,
for example, for a predefined electrical consumer.

A first curve of the allocation function f_x represents, for
example, a first curve of the normalized maximum power that
is released for a first electrical consumer with a specific func-
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tional variable z, for example z=0.5, as a function of a nor-
malized energy availability x. The functional variable z influ-
ences the curve of the allocation function f x. For small
values of the functional variable z, for example z<1, the
normalized maximum power released for the electrical con-
sumer declines to a much greater extent than in the case of a
large value for the functional variable z, for example, z>10,
when the available amount of energy is reduced.

As an alternative, it is possible, for example, that the com-
puterunitis designed, for example, to determine an allocation
value for the electrical consumer, as a function of the weight-
ing value(s); and the computer unit is designed to determine
the maximum released power, which the consumer may con-
sume, as a function of the allocation value. An additional
alternative is, for example, that the computer unit is designed
to optimize the maximum released power, which the electri-
cal consumer of the motor vehicle may consume, in consid-
eration of at least one quality function and as a function of the
weighting value(s); and the computer unit is designed to
control the power consumption of the electrical consumer, as
a function of the optimized maximum power that is released.

The computer unit can be designed to determine the limited
functionality of the electrical consumer and/or to determine
an additional and/or a reduced energy consumption in com-
parison to an energy consumption, when the maximum
released power, which the electrical consumer of the motor
vehicle may consume, is determined as a function of at least
one predefined target weighting value. The determined lim-
ited functionality of the electrical consumer and/or of an
electrical system can be signaled, for example, by way of the
output unit; and/or the additional and/or reduced energy con-
sumption can be signaled, for example, by way of the output
unit. The output unit can be designed to lend itself, for
example, as a display such as an LED display. For the display,
it is possible to use, for example, at least one bar graph and/or
fan graph. A color display of the bar graph and/or the fan
graph can be selected, for example, in such a way that a
vehicle user can recognize by the color or colors whether it
involves an information signal or a warning signal.

In addition or as an alternative, it is also possible, for
example, to show the current maximum cruising range of the
motor vehicle and/or the driving power of an engine.

The power consumption of the respective electrical con-
sumer can be controlled, for example, in such a way that the
respective electrical consumer is designed to set its power
consumption as a function of the maximum power released
for the electrical consumer.

LIST OF REFERENCE NUMERALS AND
SYMBOLS

10 control panel

20 marked field

A first corner (comfort)

B second corner (high performance)

C third corner (cruising range)

f x allocation function

x normalized energy availability

z functional variable

The foregoing disclosure has been set forth merely to illus-
trate the invention and is not intended to be limiting. Since
modifications of the disclosed embodiments incorporating
the spirit and substance of the invention may occur to persons
skilled in the art, the invention should be construed to include
everything within the scope of the appended claims and
equivalents thereof.
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What is claimed is:
1. A method of operating a motor vehicle by a computer
unit of the motor vehicle, the method comprising the acts of:
determining, by the computer unit, at least one weighting
5 value in a manner influenced by a vehicle user;
determining, by the computer unit, an allocation value for
apredefined electrical consumer of the motor vehicle as
a function of the weighting value;
determining, by the computer unit, a maximum released
power, which the predefined electrical consumer of the
motor vehicle may consume, as a function of the alloca-
tion value; and
controlling, by the computer unit, a power consumption of
the electrical consumer as a function of the maximum
power that is released.
2. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the
act of determining, by the computer unit, the weighting value
as a function of an input of the vehicle user.
3. The method according to claim 1, further comprising the
20 act of determining, via a performance monitor, the weighting
value as a function of at least one operating variable of the
motor vehicle.
4. A method of operating a motor vehicle by a computer
unit of the motor vehicle, the method comprising the acts of:
determining, by the computer unit, at least one weighting
value in a manner influenced by a vehicle user;

determining, by the computer unit, a functional variable for
apredefined electrical consumer of the motor vehicle as
a function of the weighting value;

determining, by the computer unit, a maximum released
power, which the electrical consumer may consume, as
a function of a predefined allocation function and the
determined functional variable for the electrical con-
sumer; and

controlling, by the computer unit, a power consumption of

the electrical consumer as a function of the maximum
released power.

5. The method according to claim 4, further comprising the
act of:

determining, by the computer unit, the maximum released

power as a function of a total electric energy available
for predefined electrical consumers of the motor vehicle.

6. The method according to claim 4, wherein

the functional variable is representative of a sum of a nor-

malized functional variable and a setting value, the set-
ting value being determined as a function of the weight-
ing value.

7. The method according to claim 5, wherein

the functional variable is representative of a sum of a nor-

malized functional variable and a setting value, the set-
ting value being determined as a function of the weight-
ing value.

8. The method according to claim 4, wherein

the functional variable is representative of a product of a

normalized functional variable and a setting value, the
setting value being determined as a function of the
weighting value.

9. The method according to claim 5, wherein

the functional variable is representative of a product of a

normalized functional variable and a setting value, the
setting value being determined as a function of the
weighting value.

10. The method according to claim 4, wherein the pre-
defined allocation function is represented by the following
65 equation:
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where
x: normalized energy availability
f(x): normalized maximum power that is released
z: functional variable.
11. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
the acts of:
optimizing, by the computer unit, the maximum released
power, which the electrical consumer of the motor
vehicle may consume, based on at least one quality
function and as a function of the weighting value; and
controlling, by the computer unit, power consumption of
the electrical consumer as a function of the optimized
maximum released power.
12. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
the acts of:
determining, by the computer unit, a limited functionality
of the electrical consumer; and
signaling, by the computer unit, the determined limited
functionality via at least one of a visual cue, an auditory
cue, and a tactile cue.
13. The method according to claim 1, further comprising
the acts of:
determining, by the computer unit, at least one of an addi-
tional and reduced energy consumption in comparison
to an energy consumption when the maximum released
power, which the electrical consumer of the motor
vehicle may consume, is determined as a function of at
least one predefined target weighting value; and
signaling, by the computer unit, the at least one of the
additional and reduced energy consumption by one of a
visual cue and an auditory cue.
14. A device for operating a motor vehicle, comprising:
a computer unit of the motor vehicle, the computer unit
comprising:

a weighting value determining unit that determines at
least one weighting value in a manner influenced by a
vehicle user,

a maximum released power determining unit that deter-
mines a maximum released power, which a pre-
defined electrical consumer of the motor vehicle may
consume, as a function of the at least one weighting
value, and
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a power consumption control unit that controls power
consumption of the electrical consumer as a function
of the maximum released power; and

an input unit operatively coupled with the computer unit,
the input unit comprising a control panel operatively
configured as a sensor screen providing a geometric
shape having a plurality of corners, wherein a number of
corners of the geometric shape is equal to a number of
weighting values.

15. A method of operating a motor vehicle by a computer

unit of the motor vehicle, the method comprising the acts of:

determining, by the computer unit, at least one weighting
value in a manner influenced by a vehicle user;

determining, by the computer unit, a maximum released
power, which a predefined electrical consumer of the
motor vehicle may consume, as a function of the weight-
ing value;

controlling, by the computer unit, a power consumption of
the electrical consumer as a function of the maximum
released power; and

displaying, on a sensor screen of a control panel opera-
tively coupled with the computer unit, a geometric shape
having a plurality of corners, wherein a number of cor-
ners of the geometric shape is equal to a number of
weighting values.

16. A device for operating a motor vehicle, comprising:

a computer unit of the motor vehicle, the computer unit
comprising:

a weighting value determining unit that determines at
least one weighting value in a manner influenced by a
vehicle user,

a functional variable determining unit that determines a
functional variable as a function of the weighting
value,

a maximum released power determining unit that deter-
mines a maximum released power, which a pre-
defined electrical consumer of the motor vehicle may
consume, as a function of a predefined allocation
function and the determined functional variable for
the electrical consumer, and

a power consumption control unit that controls power
consumption of the electrical consumer as a function
of the maximum released power.
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